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Maker Skill: Cardboard Moving Joints

This technique can be used with any stiff material such as cardboard, cardstock or chipboard. In place of
brass brads, pipe cleaners, twist ties, or bent paper clips can be used.

1. Tocreate a moving joint, begin with a piece of chipboard, scissors, tape, a pencil, and a brass
fastener.

2. Cutout the two shapes of chipboard that will be connected by the joint: the fixed piece and the
moving piece. Align the pieces where they will connect and make a mark on each piece at the
connection point.

3. Use ahole punch to make a hole on the mark on the moving piece.
OR
With scissors, cut a straight line from the nearest edge to the mark on the moving piece. At the
mark, use a pointed object like a pencil or skewer to create a wider hole. Use tape to close the cut

line so that only the widened hole remains open.

4. Repeat Step 2 with the fixed piece, creating a hole on the mark where the two pieces will connect.
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5.

Insert a brass fastener through the hole in the moving piece, then through the hole in the fixed
piece. Open the legs of the fastener so they are flat against the back side of the fixed piece. Tape
the legs of the fastener to the back of the fixed piece of chipboard.

Rotate the moving piece until the hole widens enough for the piece to rotate smoothly. If
necessary, remove the brass fastener to widen the hole with a pencil.
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